[Postoperative cardiac tamponade limited to the left ventricle].
A case of late postoperative cardiac tamponade causing selective compression of the left ventricle is presented. The patient had undergone aortic valve replacement and presented a picture of severe pulmonary venous congestion and low systemic output. The diagnosis was made on echocardiographic data and because of the failure to respond to inotropic and diuretic therapy. Surgical drainage resulted in a rapid improvement of the patient's hemodynamic functions.